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Shear strength research on rock joint surfaces based on multifractal theory
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Abstract: The Barton’s shear strength criterion is widely used in engineering practice. However, the estimation of joint surface
roughness coefficient (JRC) is subjective and one-sided in this method. Therefore, a method is proposed to estimate JRC with
multifractal parameters based on multifractal theory. Firstly, 3D data of joint surface are obtained with digital image processing (DIP)
technique. Secondly, the fractal dimension of surface is calculated with the projective covering method (PCM). Particularly the
multifractal parameters of fifteen joint surfaces are computed. The results show that the rougher the surface, the larger the parameters
of AD(g) and Aa(g). Both multifractal parameters AD(g) and Aa(g) can well describe the morphology of joint surface. At
last, nine groups of gypsum specimens are used for direct shear tests under different normal stresses. The relationship between the
multifractal parameters and the JRC is examined with the principle of least square method according to the experimental data of shear
strength. Thus, the JRC can be estimated accurately using parameters of AD(g) and Aa(g). The results provide a new approach to
study surface roughness of rock joints. On the basis, the shear strength of rock joints can be accurately estimated.
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B = PSRRI N 4Bl SR K4 Patton! TXUZE ML

- 9 B REAY L Jacger™ BT BT X BE AL, Ladanyi A1
ARG R BY V5 ERT T — B A ) 2R Archambault® 87 i . 87 Ik 2 % 4 %Y, Barton A1
ORI E, 2IHAT b, CIRBEA M  ChoubeyJRC-ICS BIY)5H BRI, ¥ & = 430 (1)

WekE H I 2014-09-10

FEH: HRARRAREESHINE (No.51222401, No.51374049, No.51304037); #HHE MHRHEFR AW ESIMH (No.113019A); HH R FERFEA
FBHIPL 55 2% % B (No.N110201001, No.N120101001); [E-pgIEBELAAF 5T THRITH (No.2012DFG71060/CS06-L01);  FUH s o b fi 5 4 o Wh PR
(N0.20110042110035); WZH#HE /THEIH (No.NJZY13138),

BAEF WA BRIEVE, 55, 1979 4RA4, WELAESTAE, PRI, FBNGERY TR A )2 5 T 202 59T TAF « E-mail: chenshijiang_2003@163.com
AR ARTT G B, 1974 4F A 4, 0%, WA i, RN FERA™ TR 250 0 2 J5 T 202 59T T A . E-mail: zhuwancheng@mail.neu.edu.cn



704 b +

o 2015 4

Grasselli® B, 5 A W15 T 1) Grasselli BEAIAE
LE T (158 28 38, Barton! 58 3 23 5C LI 2 A
B HLREGS S T B ORRE R, 2 H AT R S e
N 5 A )2 R A 2 (HA KPS EJRC 1A
SEAELE N AT s S8k, fescgerb R =
Y BB A AT A E R i ). PG, [E N A
FAET B YRR R N = HESE R JRC 1P E ALK
A5 T T RIS TAE. 1 Tse 25747 T 48
R =B R HON T 22 RdifmE SF 5
JRC ZIANAH I FR . TA )N Ge it
TR R RS BE S T 2R B B DA S
[ B K5 JRC 2 155 &R . EL-Soudani® 2 T
M R, (BEK S EHLKEMLILE FoRiak
T HURERE s Maerz!" " 10 ScbRifERe BRERHEAT T 3K
T, T E T RAEAELN R, H, AT
JRC 5 R, MR R . IS4 K M) = etk
Grassellil" 2t TS50, /C (O I KEIY]
JrEff, C A ERITHRE BESH0 fik &5 M
(IRLREE ;s Tatone! HE—S X 24007/ C AT THE
G IS EL O /(C +1) AL S5 T RPRLRS 5
HA R S FWEFTRT 85 /T SR E
()€ A RA A TR K TTmk, AR FH 24 22 SF.
R, FRAE JRC WHATY R BR T 47 BEAR BRER (W34 5 1M
SR O /(C +1) AL HE T G5 R 1T ™[44 1] £ b
M, A REIHRE .

| Mandelbrot" 8IS o0 JE JLIT ISR, A2
IS FH 2> TEAERIR T AT FHURE o Lee 25T 23 IE
YEECHIR T 7 BRAC ERER WA RE 2, 45 T JRC 577
TELAERU R R R s WERPP R R A 5 H A
FRER M TEHFE, 45T JRC 503 T 45U R 4L
JZ;  Seidel ZENA AR AL (A BE R
THE T ISRM W ERARERC BREE 1) 0 TR 4B, Hadar
TR S IR S gt S8 G, K
) IR Yang 7% [E T ELRE BRLk B F
WP IRRHAE, VR T S5A T B4R Hurst FR41. %18
SRR 0 = SRRV HFAE, PIVEE SR — BB
BT YRS 7 AR A 11 B TR AR R o TE kR
s BOPAENE Ty R LTS 6 B T 4T
PURFAEREAT 20 M, A5 H 1 BRI 2R 1) 0 TE 4405
JRC Z AR BERIE . AR, WFFCRE, A kgs
¥ AT 22 T TRARAE R0 2N, =Y si M £ =
FHIES S JRCAFAE BRI OC R UL W 1% S5
RAELE RS U) 12247 A A (A U PR

AR Z B TR, HEfEA T

SERTIEFRFAE . BT A0 F R AF B U)A 56 A1 Barton
BUPSRPERIAY, I3HT T 45K 2 Ay IRAFIE S HLS
BRSNS R, AT JRC 5 AD(q) & JRC 5
Aa(q) 5, NUERRVERE JRC $24L T — R ik,

2 ik S SR

TR % A B il ROT KD A 50 mmx50 mmx
100 mm WA FRAE, 7EE BRI YW S TR
WK 1 PR ARRE SE R TR . ZSEBRs I, %S5 MR
W SRS ZEN 9 mm. FEESRGANLE
XA T R, TSR s A TR RS P A S,
Bl 2 B, B R R RN A 1025 153 %1 025
B B2 Bl S e T AR T ) SR B Ol . ]
VC+Hgifil E G b B FE 7, S8 r -G s, 3k
FHZEE R KB o 3% B EMGE B P I R P
SR B LR THT (PIRS AR 2 5, W (RN (3B AT
SERIRTEEITR oy Bl BAE 0~255 Z A2k,
0 KN, 255 Rt . HIKFE R RS M 1Tk
R BB st AN EH I, A HERARR
Z R, KEEMEEAL . K TG R —
IR FEAB RS T AR R SEBR im BE, Z B3 B ROT
X IR AR AT AH Y. LA (P 45, 4 s LA R B
A (D AT

Limagc —k hhmax - hhmin €D
L Povaxe — P
KA Lige NEMHTEUGKE (BFD; L AL
ES\ZB/]?J&E(M), Bymax H E1%*%ﬁjﬁg1ﬁ’ By i
NG BB AN IR BEAR s B A 25 RE THT P 352 1 AL
(mm); g, A ST N SR AU(mm); & 4TS
ES (8
ST, BRI R 344/369.

B2 Bramsn

1 AERM
Fig.1 Gypsum specimen Fig.2 Morphology of fracture

3 Gk IR YEROT S S O i
3 ST AT ST i5

B4R AR RIS, KBS T TR 4, (5) 5 00
R & AFAE M F SR



53

WRIHITAS: ST 2 T TR E IR o A 2 1 B D) 5 BRI 5T 705

A4,.(8) = 4,,67" (2)

A A4, AHRER I BRI D AHURER
MESE YR, De[2,3).
X (2) PRI £t

Sk 2 AR YEEOREZ S ], XA RUEIX
Lo AR R RR R o 31X 2 SR PP
SiR0E N, BHIA ARG T BAT 2 A IR
fiE.

4, ()
In| 1~ 1 s
“{ A, 1 GHEA RS HTRERR
D=2- 1n(—5) =2- ﬁ (3 Table 1 Data used to count fractal dimension of
joint surface
wzh VS - GRS A
Al KT Ay () -0 SRS HINER 051 T o

RIBGE AT, S@Ps, R 1 0.500000  1.001950  -0.693 147  0.001 948
RIS x87 (8 =1/2. 1/4. 18Kk, FFN/INK ‘ ‘ : :

o B T i = T AL 2 0250000  1.009912  -1.386294  0.009 863
Lide ’j‘ R P S ﬁ?‘ﬂ 1= TP I 3 0.125000  1.046 860 -2.079 442 0.045 795
TR, Wk 3R, A0)=Sapa+Space NIIKEA 4 0062500  1.145071  -2.772589  0.135467
—fErm AR R A A AT E . Bl S A= 5 0031250 1398760  -3465736  0.335586
IR R as by e, W= H1 A 6 0015625 1858158  -4.158883  0.619 586

§= \/p(p —a(p-b)p-o) 4) 7 0007813 2385240 4852030  0.869300
8 0.003906  2.847 404 ~5.545177 1.046 408
X p=(a+b+c)/2. 9 0.001953  3.563 600 -6.238 325 1.270 771
HIE 3(b)H S, = p(p —be)p—cd)(p—db)
o p=(bct+ed+db)/2 s be=ybf*+cf? 16
cd = Jdg* +cg® , db=[bf* +dg* +be* . 2
08 =
T
= = 04 =
A a L 1 1 * VY 0
-7 -6 -5 4 3 2 -1 0
J Ié( Iné
| D\ B4 GHESTESGHESR
A Fig.4 Fractal dimension of joint surface

() W& 7R (b) ANPURS TR P57 v

B3 BRESE

Fig.3 Projective covering method

PIE, £ 67 x 67" R I AE Al i ) s i A
A
N(9)

A(8) =) 4(5) (5

L N RWFES x5 UE N, s kst f i
(1) PR A% A EL
3.2 SEESIHHES S
F R RO, LS =1/2", n=12---9)N
AT ISR (DRI 2 85T RSE R 1025 153
1025187, A n Kok 9, BN A% T4 2
BFEx2 B3, o /D R AU A 245 MThir
SR, WA RREE WK 1, WEHR WK 4.
TEVH S GER T A T e B R R B, AEANTRIE
JUEEAR ()N S R T eSO AR 1. il 4 R, i

h T S ERAN R R AR R 4l AT 5 o e B0 e
PEOCR, LAEI 2 gk 3at, 3% — e Lol xh &5
TSR o B AT A A3 T 14 ASHDRERE FE AN R 1)
SERTIT, AR T T SR I S R TR 49 TE 4
, HHEAER K 2.

Bl 5 AN [RPREDRS TGS V) 2 A RO A
METT LU i, Bl S R T Ok m FE o, AN
S RS X I A /N X ],y TR A3 K
gl AL T E PR A4 /N AR R s FE Y 1/100, B
BAHRIRZEN 0.09 mm I, &Ry L F-EE i,
IEINAE R R BEREREIX [A], Zr4E2R 2.000 008; 7E
AN FERIX I, 450 2.000 545, 44458
TR = B TBOK S i 28 e KR AR ZE 0 45 mm 1,
SERJTGER AR, BER e R R R X R, o4
HOh 2.207 745; {e/NREREEXEN, 480k
2.527 123, @k FIREAE AT, Sy TR 4R RE
AR L MR A 45 K4 T R R R R



706 E- R R 2015 4F
R 2 AFHREE S WHE RN ER SR BR
Table 2 Comparison of fractal dimensions of different roughness joint surfaces
p g J
. IRAEAR p— R J8 25 ()RR AIE N R ()RR
TS 4L ) N - )
#e/mm REKE/mm 448D, i HIXREY RNEKE/mm 4% D, i LES S
1 0.09 0.01 3.125~25.000  2.000 008  -0.000008 -0.905503  0.098~3.125 2.000 545 -0.002 047  -0.926 405
2 0.90 0.10 3.125~25.000  2.000 770  -0.000 764  -0.905718  0.098~3.125 2.038 534 -0.140206  —0.959 060
3 1.80 0.20 6.250~25.000  2.001 357 -0.001 068 -0.934892  0.098~6.250 2.083 508 -0.260 863  —-0.964 747
4 2.70 0.30 6.250~25.000  2.003 041  -0.002393 -0.935081  0.098~6.250 2.133 146 -0.400 132  -0.980 885
5 3.60 0.40 6.250~25.000 2.005376  -0.004228 -0.935342  0.098~6.250 2.176 340 -0.510847  -0.989 581
6 4.50 0.50 6.250~25.000 2.008 342  -0.006 553 -0.935671  0.098~6.250 2213 334 -0.596 119  -0.994 324
7 5.40 0.60 6.250~25.000 2.011913  -0.009347 -0.936 065  0.098~6.250 2.244 803 -0.660 633  —0.996 841
8 6.30 0.70 6.250~25.000 2.016 060 -0.012582 -0.936520  0.098~6.250 2.271 704 -0.708 597  -0.998 048
9 7.20 0.80 6.250~25.000 2.020 751  -0.016231 -0.937030  0.098~6.250 2.294 821 -0.743 414  -0.998 464
10 8.10 0.90 6.250~25.000 2.025952  -0.020262 -0.937592  0.098~6.250 2.314 803 -0.767770  -0.998 397
11 9.00 1.00 6.250~25.000 2.031629  -0.024645 -0.938199  0.098~6.250 2332178 -0.783 763  —-0.998 034
12 18.00 2.00 12.500~25.000 2.043 458  -0.022394 -1.000 000  0.098~12.50 2427918 -0.729235  -0.994 700
13 27.00 3.00 12.500~25.000 2.090 738 -0.045733  -1.000 000  0.098~12.50 2.481 141 -0.643318  -0.991 318
14 36.00 4.00 12.500~25.000 2.147 196  -0.072059  -1.000 000  0.098~12.50 2.509 873 -0.524739  -0.988 641
15 45.00 5.00 12.500~25.000 2.207 745  -0.098 190  -1.000 000  0.098~12.50 2.527 123 -0.402342  -0.986 749
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Table 3 Multifractal parameters of joint surfaces

BRI 4K q
Fmm Wbl Fw Fm 0@ Aa(q)
0.09 0.01 59 =55 0.000 084 0.000 174
0.90 0.10 59 -55 0.126 134 0.166 087
1.80 0.20 58 -54 0.256 097 0.299 579
2.70 0.30 57 -53 0.343 251 0.387 526
3.60 0.40 56 -53 0.407 049 0.451 533
4.50 0.50 56 =52 0.457 121 0.501 306
5.40 0.60 55 =52 0.497 143 0.541 730
6.30 0.70 55 =51 0.531 033 0.575 483
7.20 0.80 54 =51 0.559 389 0.604 194
8.10 0.90 54 =51 0.584 601 0.629 121
9.00 1.00 54 =50 0.606 615 0.651 078
18.00 2.00 51 -48 0.738 948 0.783 862
27.00 3.00 50 -47 0.804 976 0.849 295
36.00 4.00 49 -46 0.845 371 0.890 375
45.00 5.00 48 45 0.872 956 0.918 775
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Table 4 Mechanical and multifractal characteristics of joint surfaces

W1 SR
Gi's  IENCD BIRDD RBOGRR BT 4RI 2 T TR ARAIEAE Ry VBTN AR A FRRBY UG S50 2 A AR AR ME
/kPa  /kPa  %/mm q LR ¢ T AD(q) Aa(q) /kPa  JikPa  E/mm g LR ¢ FIR  AD(q) Aa(q)
1 80 940 14.6 -49 52 0.747477 0.791 044 200 617 4.9 =55 59 0.473 622 0.509 654
2 120 1056 13.5 -49 50  0.743 457 0.785 836 300 703 5.6 =55 59 0.493 256  0.532 689
3 160 1144 12.7 =50 53 0.760 144 0.799 682 400 824 4.4 =55 59 0.406 936  0.445 041
4 240 1196 11.3 -49 52 0.631549 0.683 152 500 869 4.2 =55 59 0.415243 0.458 216
5 320 1220 9.8 =50 54 0.606 616 0.651 078 600 932 3.9 =55 59 0.495176 0.531 985
6 400 1298 7.2 -49 51 0.554 321 0.594 326 700 908 32 =55 59 0.394 219  0.445 237
7 480 1340 5.9 =52 55 0.497 144 0.541 730 800 916 2.4 =55 59 0.383 603 0.419 815
8 520 1406 4.8 =50 52 0.402 534 0.453 245 900 972 1.9 =55 59 0.321 567 0.372 156
9 560 1484 3.4 -53 57 0.343251 0.387 526 1000 1027 1.5 -55 59 0.262 997 0.301 089
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Table 5 Shear test data of flat joint surfaces

i LR S)/kPa WEAH BV 77 /kPa
1 200 248
2 400 372
3 600 584
4 800 716
5 1000 816
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Fig.10 Shear strength lines of flat joint surface
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Table 6 Data used for determining relationships between JRC and AD(q) and between JRC and Aa(q)
A== 0, /(7)) arctan 4 —¢, /(° ) JCS AD(q) AD(q)ng Aa(q) Aa(q)lgﬁ
Gn Gn Gn Gn
3.09 36.5 35.54 22.70 0.747 477 1.01 0.791 044 1.07
2.34 36.5 30.39 15.13 0.743 457 0.88 0.785 836 0.93
2.06 36.5 27.61 11.35 0.760 144 0.80 0.799 682 0.84
1.74 36.5 23.59 9.08 0.631 549 0.61 0.683 152 0.65
1.55 36.5 20.73 7.57 0.606 616 0.53 0.651 078 0.57
1.30 36.5 15.87 6.49 0.554 321 0.45 0.594 326 0.48
1.15 36.5 12.37 5.68 0.497 144 0.37 0.541 730 0.41
1.08 36.5 10.70 5.04 0.402 534 0.28 0.453 245 0.32
1.03 36.5 9.26 4.54 0.343 251 0.23 0.387 526 0.25
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